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Faith Adventures  

for Children Together 
Committed to URC Children Together:  
enabling everyone to grow more like Jesus  
together in the home, church and beyond. 

For guidance on the purpose of the resource and 

how to use it as a launch pad for your engagement 

with children and families, please use this link: 

https://urc.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/FACT-how-to-sheet.pdf 

 
 

  

 

Genesis 16:1-16 The story of Hagar 
Theme: The story of the woman who named God. 

Contents: 

Introduction  ................... 1 

Together  ....................... 2 
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God tells Sarai to name her child ‘Ishmael’ – translated as ‘God hears’ – and Hagar realises that 
God has seen her, and she has seen God. 

If you used last week’s session you might like to draw parallels between the two stories – God’s 
angels, places being given names because there was an encounter with God. You might also like 
to explore God giving children names – and make the link with the angel telling Mary to call her 
baby ‘Jesus’ (Luke 1.26-38). 

 
 

 

 

Together 
How do I help my group to come together and get started with the theme? 

 

 

 
Gathering prayer  

Jesus, our friend 
(use alternate index fingers to point and tap the middle of opposite palms) 

Be with us today 
(two hands, palms up in front of you, move up and down twice)  

As we share together, 
(two hands, palms up in front of you, move one forward and one back and alternate twice)  

Pray together, 
(hands together, palm against palm, as though praying)  

Play together, 
(hands to each side, palms up, make two small circles outwards)  

And get to know you better,  
(point up with one hand)  

As children together in your family 
(one hand out, palm down in front of you, move it sideways and up in three ‘steps’ as 
though to indicate children of three different heights) 

AMEN 
(Two thumbs up, and bring fists slowly together to meet in front of you)  

OR  

Thank you, God, for bringing us together today.  
Help us to grow closer to you in all we do.  
Help us to speak and to listen, to learn and to grow together, 
Adventuring together with you wherever we may go.  
Amen 

In-person game – Articulate 
 

The Bible is full of names (people and places) that have a meaning. This game invites 
participants to describe something – without using the name itself. 

For example: DUCK. You might use words like ‘bird’, ‘pond, ‘feather’, ‘bill’, it’s up to you to 
decide if you would allow ‘quack’ and ‘Donald’! 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16&version=MSG
https://youtu.be/34pXFlgrRzI?si=GdihXDO7DBD3UGnR
https://youtu.be/0hC3Pk4kW_8?si=vtDEb5FMUDHELRUj
https://youtu.be/f_tS-g6z7l0?si=rihaQg03CKInschq
https://youtu.be/warce72GcZI?si=ZzLEAKAVR0iqk0cC
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sat and thought about how small he felt, how uselss he felt, how he was afraid of getting 
things wrong and how no one ever heard him or noticed him.   

The leaves on the tree began to rustle in the breeze and the tree swayed gently, James 
noticed how warm the sun was and how bright it was in the sky.  Then all of a sudden it was 
as if the leaves 

mailto:children.youth@urc.org.uk
https://youtu.be/urE3JK1A3Dg?si=ETDkBP0JkvE5U-ic
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¶ I wonder whether Hagar felt God before God visited her as an angel? 
 
What’s in the box (for under fives)  

Use the special box or bag and sing “what’s in the box/bag? What’s in the box/bag? Let’s 
see, let’s see, what’s in the box/bag” (to the tune of The Farmer’s in the Dell). You could tap 
the top of the box twice after the word ‘box’. Pull out the things one by one and then let the 
children play with them, talking about the theme or the story in simple terms.  

This week’s box could include:  

¶ Name badge – Hagar felt seen by God so she gave God a name “the God who sees 

me!” 

¶ Magnifying glass/binoculars – God sees us all, I wonder what we can see. 

¶ Invisible ink writing and a light – see the massage appear, talk about how God saw 

Hagar. 

¶ A piece of camouflage fabric or piece of fabric which blends into a background – talk 

about a time when we are not seen. 

¶ A heart – pass the heart around and each share our names, God knows our names, 

what name do we give to God. 
¶ A tactile cross of wood or fabric (A cross shape reminds us of Jesus.  Jesus/God loves 

us and it’s always in the box because Jesus/God always loves us!)  
¶ A set of play people to act out the story or random shapes/bits you can move around to 

make pictures from the story as you tell it (eg stones, felt, twigs etc)  
 

 

 

Express 
Praying together: how can you involve the children actively in prayer?   

 

 

 

Creative prayer – Name Blessings 

Have a tray of sand and some pebbles or stones (you could use 
shredded paper if you do not have access to sand). 

Each child writes their name on a pebble and hides it in the sand. 

Go around in turn allowing each child to find a pebble from the sand and 
say “God sees and blesses (name)”. Encourage the children to take their 
pebble home and continue to pray for the person named on it. 

 

Spoken prayer  

When I'm at school with lots of others 

God sees me there and says, 

Hi, I'm glad you're with me.

mailto:children.youth@urc.org.uk
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Sign language names 

Have some fun and learn a new skill with a little sign language of our names. 

Introduce the idea that the Bible is full of different names for God, this video is a simple 
explanation.

mailto:children.youth@urc.org.uk
https://youtu.be/0pFUWuT6O9w?si=Qk8Vcy9qmn81qdKY
https://christianbsl.com/?s=names+of+god
https://youtu.be/Q6XZee1bwfM?si=GGFFzeA11n-GjdXJ
https://youtu.be/uo2dRI76fgE?si=8AHS9wpxVjiQqC9i
https://youtu.be/-OO4VfT-OzI?si=esfdAaSFlVbgvt7z
https://youtu.be/-OO4VfT-OzI?si=esfdAaSFlVbgvt7z
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 We hope you enjoyed exploring the story of Hagar with us.  

Please let us know what you liked or what you would find useful by emailing 
lorrainewebb@urc.org.uk 

Why not have a look at next week’s resource on Psalm 23. 
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Illustration by lambsongs.co.nz via freebibleimages.com 
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