
graphic credit: Loyolapress.co 
 

Overview 
 
The O Antiphons (also known as the Great Advent Antiphons or Great Os) are short verses used 
before and after Mary’s song, the Magnificat,  in services of evening prayer in the last seven 
days of Advent in the Western Church.  They likely date back to sixth-century Italy and became 
one of the key musical features of the days leading up to Christmas.   
 

The first letters of the titles, from last to first, appear to form a Latin acrostic, Ero cras, 
meaning 'Tomorrow, I will be [there]', mirroring the theme of the antiphons: 

 
17 December:  O Sapientia   O Wisdom 
18 December:  O Adonai   O Lord 

 



Session 1:  O Wisdom, O Lord, O Root of Jesse 

 
O come, O Wisdom from on high,   O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who ordered all things mightily;   who to your tribes on Sinai's height 
to us the path of knowledge show   in ancient times did give the law 
and teach us in its ways to go.   in cloud and majesty and awe.  
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel 
 

      O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 
                unto your own and rescue them! 

                   From depths of hell your people save,
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Session 2:  O Key of David, O Day Spring, O King of the Nations 

 
O come, O Key of David, come 

& open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe for us the heavenward road 
& bar the way to death's abode. 
 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O King of nations, bind in one the hearts of all our kind. 
Bid all our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace. 
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O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.      (the O Antiphon) 

 
"I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David"    (Isaiah 22:22) 

 
"to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon"   (Isaiah 42:7) 

 
“…I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”   (Matthew 25.43) 

 
 

§ Does prison work? 
§ What might the purposes of sentencing in the courts be about? 
§ What might setting the prisoner free mean in our contexts? 
§ Jesus says one of things we’ll be judged on, alongside feeding the hungry, 

giving drink to the thirsty and clothing the naked, is visiting those in prison.  
Have you ever done that?  What might encourage or stop you doing so? 

 
Prayer  
 
Light of the World,  you experienced spiritual and literal darkness.   
We pray for people incarcerated,  for those who work in prisons,  
 and for those involved in the administrat
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you will need a Bible, pen and paper for this session 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 
the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 
Come and save us, O Lord our God.  (the O Antiphons) 

 
"Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel"                                                                                                        (Isaiah 7:14) 

 
"we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Saviour of all people"  

(1 Tim 4:10) 
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O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go.  

 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
2 O come, O come,  
great Lord of might, 
who to your tribes  
n Sinai's height 
in ancient times  
did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe.  

 
3 O come,  
O Branch of Jesse's stem, 
unto your own and rescue them! 
From depths of hell  
your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave.  
 

4 O come, O Key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe for us the heavenward road 
and bar the way to death's abode.  

 
5 O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light.  

 
6 O come, O King of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind. 
Bid all our sad divisions cease 
and be yourself our King of Peace. 

 
7 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 
     Prayer 
 
     Advent God, 

We give thanks for your constant presence 
and for the renewal, each year, of the assurance of your Son, Emmanuel. 
Open our minds to the breadth of this promise, 
that you are God with us; 
God in and through all, 
God renewing and recreating all. 
So be it. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 


