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Session 1 O Jesus I Have Promised 
 

O Jesus I Have Promised
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if what is coming next is unknown.  Those around us greet 
the idea with anxious incomprehension: why are you leaving 
us?  Only later do we see that if we had not been willing to 
let go and wait, we could never have taken on the next 
calling that God had in mind.  Once experience has taught us 
that, trusting the Spirit may even become a little easier. 
 
The task in Cyprus proved immensely tough. The next calling 
is not often an easy reward for good behaviour in the last 
one.  
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That incorporation, however, demands a response.  We’re 
not baptised into a club.  We’re not baptised into social 
status.  We’re not baptised so that we’re saved in isolation.  
Instead, Baptism is the Sacrament that commissions us for 
service. 
 
Through Baptism, we are called to respond to God’s gentle 
leading.  That leading might mean we take our church 
membership more seriously.  It might mean that we gently 
tell others of the love of God.  It might mean we’re called to 
test a call to Eldership, or some form of ministry.  It might 
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be thought of as vocations. Being in a covenant 
relationship (like marriage), having a job, volunteering in 
the community, being an artist – are all things that might 
be understood as vocations. One person might have 
several such vocations. The model of the celibate priest is 
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maybe put up a few posters?  Or was it about beginning 
ministry, doing the groundwork, sharing the Gospel? 
 
Did He send out complementary teams?  A great preacher 
with a healer?  A fantastic teacher working alongside a 
miracle worker?  A wise old head with an energetic young 
firebrand?  
 
Or did He just pair folk up randomly and ask them to use 
whatever skills they had to do the best they could in meeting 
the needs they found in the places they went to? 
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 The call of Isaiah is a favourite of many of those who 
recognise that they are called by God to service in any 
capacity.  In the context of wonderful, pivot-shaking worship 
in the Temple, the Lord himself appears and asks ‘Who will 
go for us?’.  Often we end our reading with Isaiah’s response 
“Here am I, send me”. 
 
The word “I” appears, meaning Isaiah, eight times in this 
passage and it is easy to be blinded by this personal account 
into thinking that any call from God is all about ‘me’. “Here 
am I. Send me.” It could be all about ‘me’. 
 
But in fact the really amazing parts of this account are all 
about God – his robe, his seraphs, his glory.  Only once God 
has got the attention of Isaiah is he able to cleanse and 
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Vocation is tested and discerned 
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Session 2 The Voice of God is Calling 
 

The Voice of God Is Calling 
John Haynes Holmes (1913) 7676D 

 
The voice of God is calling 
A summons unto all; 
As once they heard in Zion, 
So now we hear the call. 
"Whom shall I send to succor 
My people in their need? 
Whom shall I send to loosen 
The bonds of shame and greed? 
 
2 "I hear my people crying 
In cot and mine and slum; 
No field or mart is silent, 
No city street is dumb. 
I see my people falling 
In darkness and despair. 
Whom shall I send to shatter 
The fetters which they bear?" 
 

3 We heed, O God, thy summons, 
And answer: "Here are we! 
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slanderers, but temperate, faithful in all things. Let 
deacons be married only once, and let them manage their 
children and their households well; for those who serve 
well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and 
great boldness in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 
 
 

In preparing this devotion I refreshed my memory around 
some of the descriptions in the New Testament about 
how the early Church was organised.  There is plenty 
about relationships within the community, and about how 
the early Christians were expected to behave, but 
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wonder if Phoebe was an off-the


