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In recent years theologians have started to look at how the world views of 
people who live in, and under, empires have affected how the Bible has 
been interpreted.  The Bible was formed, written, and edited in imperial 
ages - the mighty empires of Assyria, Babylon, Greece, 
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recommended it in 1843 had hoped.  The people had 
resisted and the language was refusing to die.  So in Canada 
the children were not only beaten, they were taken from 
their families and forced into residential schools, run by 
Christian missionaries (many of them Welsh), to be 
completely cleansed of their native culture.  Many of those 
languages did die. But some clung on ʹ for example the 
language in Haida Gwaii (briefly the Princess Charlotte 
Islands), partially protected by its geography, is now taught 
in schools and universities. 
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rebellion is Jesus, instigating this new order through the first 
witnesses he chose. 

 

 

 
• Peter sees the discovery of the empty tomb by two 

women, who then were the first witnesses of the 
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ourselves. Dare we listen to the true cadences of the 
Magnificat? 

 
 
 

 

• �ŽĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂŝƌŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� &ƌĞĚ� <ĂĂŶ͛Ɛ� ŚǇŵŶ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ�
Magnificat with the tune used for the Red Flag help 
ƌĞĨůĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂĚĞŶĐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ĞƚŚŝŶ�ƐĞĞƐ�ŝŶ�DĂƌǇ͛Ɛ�ŚǇŵŶ͍��
(why, why not?) 

• It is said that in Latin and South America in the 80s 
repressive governments banned the singing of the 
Magnificat unless it was sung in Latin.  Might there be 
similar reasons for the English speaking world to set it 
to exquisite, yet rather inaccessible, tunes? 

• tŚĂƚ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŽĨ�'ĞƚŚŝŶ͛Ɛ�;ĂŶĚ�DĂƌǇ͛Ɛ͊Ϳ�ƉƌĞŵŝƐĞ�
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 So said Jair Bolsonaro, former President of Brasil, in Campo 
Grande News, April 22, 2015 
 
This is the attitude at the heart of Empire when it comes to 
creation. Creation is a resource to be endlessly exploited. 
The impact of humanity on our environment has been 
latterly catastrophic and coincides with industrialisation and 
the emergence especially of consumerist hyper-capitalist 
economies.  Humanity thinks it is at the centre and top of 
�ƌĞĂƚŝŽŶ͕� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝƚ͛Ɛ� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ůŝĨĞ� ĂƌĞ� ĚĞƐƚŝŶĞĚ� ĂŶĚ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶŬŝŶĚ͛Ɛ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞƐ͘�
We live as if we are outside Creation, observing it, othering 
it, limiting its own agency and unique given-ness. 
 
The argument between Job and God hinges in part on the 
self-reverence of Job, not only because his suffering has 
made him self-centred, so has his gender, privilege and mind 
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The Magnificat can Undermine Empire  
 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The ǀŝƌŐŝŶ͛Ɛ�
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primitive people, savages.  They needed some imperial 
order to get a grip on nature ʹ and to allow the empire to 
despoil their earth of its natural resources as quickly and as 
profitably as possible. 
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And it was so. God made the two great lightsͶthe greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the nightͶ
and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, 
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
 
�ŶĚ�'ŽĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕� ͚>Ğƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌƐ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌƚŚ�ƐǁĂƌŵƐ�ŽĨ� ůŝǀŝŶŐ�
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŬǇ͛͘�̂ Ž�'ŽĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƐĞĂ�ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ 
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God 
ƐĂǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŽĚ͘�'ŽĚ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕�͚�Ğ�ĨƌƵŝƚĨƵů�
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the eĂƌƚŚ͛͘��ŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�
morning, the fifth day. 
 
�ŶĚ�'ŽĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕� ͚>Ğƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌƚŚ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�
every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of 
ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ�ŽĨ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŬŝŶĚ͛͘��ŶĚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŽ͘�'ŽĚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝůĚ�
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
ŬŝŶĚ͘��ŶĚ�'ŽĚ�ƐĂǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŽĚ͘�dŚĞŶ�'ŽĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͚>Ğƚ�ƵƐ�
make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
ĐƌĞĞƉƐ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ͛͘�^Ž�'ŽĚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ŚƵŵĂŶŬŝŶĚ�ŝŶ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�
image, in the image of God, God created them; male and 
female God created them. God blessed them, and God said 
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞŵ͕� ͚�Ğ� ĨƌƵŝƚĨƵů� ĂŶĚ� ŵƵůƚŝƉůǇ͕� ĂŶĚ� Ĩŝůů� ƚŚĞ� ĞĂƌƚŚ� ĂŶĚ�
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
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useful to the Master unlike his more compliant colleagues 
who are well socialised to this meritocratic system of 
achievement and profit.  It is clear that Jesus was not useful 
to Pilate or to Caiaphas, both systems would have worked 
ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ�ŝĨ�ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ͘��Ƶƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂƌǇ�
attitudes to economy, wealth, tax, and power and to 
worship, discipleship, God and power could not be co-opted 
to an Imperial model until it was domesticated by a more 
compliant Church. 

 
 
 
 

 

F
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Standing up to the racism of Empire 
 

 
 
 

 
Ruth said, ͚�Ž�ŶŽƚ�ƉƌĞƐƐ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�Žƌ�ƚŽ�ƚƵƌŶ�ďĂĐŬ�
from following you!  Where you go, I will go; where you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and 



 28 

all from the apparently irresistible power of fossil fuelled 
empire. 

 
 

 

• What changes in the rights and status of women have 
you seen in your lifetime? 

• �Ž� ǇŽƵ� ĂŐƌĞĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� 'ĞƚŚŝŶ͛Ɛ� ĂƐƐĞƌƚŝŽŶ� ƚŚĂƚ� ǁŽŵĞŶ�
rather than men are more likely to save us from the 
seemingly irresistible power of fossil fuelled empires? 

 We link hands with each other  
as a sign of our solidarity  
with all who are affected by gender-based violence, 
prejudice and discrimination. 
 
We reach out our hands  
as a sign of our unity  
with all who campaign for justice across the world. 
 
We stretch up our hands  
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ƚŚĞ�͚ŚĞĂǀĞŶůǇ�ŵŝŐƌĂŶƚ͛�ƚŚĞŶ�ĞƐĐĂƉĞƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂů�
violence. 

  
• How has migration been used as a weapon in our 

contemporary politics? 
• What benefits might migration bring? 
• Some years ago an asylum charity in Manchester 

produced a Christmas card with the Holy Family 
depicted as asylum seekers ʹ how might such an 
idea change some attitudes? 
 

 Rise up Jesus. 
Rise up in power to inspire and lead us. 
Reveal in our midst the world you are creating. 
DĂǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�͚ůĂƐƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ͛�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ 
move us to do and believe your word: 
͞ŵĂŶǇ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƐƚ 
and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob  
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Women Undermining Empire 
 

 Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. 
Zelophehad was son of Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir 
son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a member of the Manassite 
clans. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, 
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.  They stood before Moses, 
Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at 
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:ŽŶĂƚŚĂŶ� ĐĂůůĞĚ� ĂĨƚĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ďŽǇ͕� ͚,ƵƌƌǇ͕� ďĞ� ƋƵŝĐŬ͕� ĚŽ� ŶŽƚ�
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who keeps faith for ever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous. 
The Lord watches over the strangers; 
he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 

Psalm 146 
 

 
 
 

Gethin writes: my Old Testament tutor in Birmingham 
University, John Eaton, believed that many of the Psalms 
were written for liturgical use in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
These were services where the King of Israel would be 
present, most especially a kind of annual rededication 
ceremony. 
 
This interpretation of the Psalms has not found universal 
favour, but it is interesting to read this Psalm as if it were 
true.  Just imagine the king sitting there in all his pomp 
and glorthuby gTY 9 U e© fls 
gthuby ntheUmuF e© fls griU my gngU mb . 

 




