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What You Will Need…. 
 
The Notes  are in booklet form and large print.  You might want to 

print them for people or 
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context now.  Jesus often warned people not to trust in worldly 
wealth – something we’d find very counter cultural now. 

• What other things are we tempted to worship? 
As a child my priest felt that those who washed their cars on Sunday 
morning rather than attend mass were worshiping their cars!  We’re 
tempted to worship celebrities, wealth, success, thin bodies, white 
bodies.  Perhaps, in the Church we’re tempted to worship bigger 
“successful” churches rather than see God at work in our more fragile 
congregations. 

• What might trusting God to go beyond the hymns, prayers, buildings 
and texts mean for us? 
Might it mean we let God be God and not be confined in our liturgies, 
buildings and even be confined in the Bible? 
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• Does calling God “father” mean we think that God is male? 

Feminist theologian Mary Daly once said that if we think God is male 
then we’re thinking that male is God.  It might be useful to gently 
explore what metaphors or images people have for God beyond 
Father?  Rock, Refuge, Strong Tower, Mother Hen, Nursing Mother, 
and Mother Eagle are all Biblical images for God but often not ones 
we’re used to. 

• If we don’t think God is male why is there so much male language 
about God? 

 Might it be that liturgy and credal statements and Biblical 
translation is often done by men?   

• What other metaphors for God might we use? 
Jesus referred to himself as a Mother Hen (Matthew 23:37 and Luke 
13:34).  Deuteronomy 32: 11-12 uses an image of God as a Mother 
Eagle who helps her young to fly.  Deuteronomy 32:18 mixing 
metaphors has God as a rock who gives birth.  Isiah 66:13 has God as 
a comforting mother and 49:15 as a nursing mother.  Later in 49.15 
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