


The Notes are in booklet form and large print. You might want to
print them for people or to email them for them to either
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context now. Jesus often warned people not to trust in worldly
wealth — something we’d find very counter cultural now.
 What other things are we tempted to worship?
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Isaiah describes God as a woman in labour. Psalm 23 has an image
of God as a Shepherd —an image picked up by Jesus. Psalm 131.2 has
God as a mother. Isaiah saw God reflected in a suffering servant.
Hosea 13:8 troublingly, has God as a ferocious mother bear who kills
some boys who interfered with her young. The Psalms often describe
God as a strong tower and mighty refuge.

Susan notes that ideas about Jesus feature more in Christian creeds
and affirmations of faith than reflections on his teaching. He is “of
one being with the Father” “God from God, light from light,
begotten not made” but nothing is said about his message. If you
were asked what would you sum up Jesus’ teachings as saying?
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Be ready to have some ideas about what in the story of Jesus is
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we’ve gone further than many other branches of the Church — has
this helped or hindered our sense of belonging to the Church
Catholic?

When the Church of England were debating ordaining women it was
often said that union with Rome was more important and so women
shouldn’t be ordained until union had been achieved. Would this
approach be a good sign of ecumenical sensitivity or quenching our
understanding of the Holy Spirit?

What might we learn from other Christian traditions? What might
other Christian traditions learn from us?

| think we might learn more about realising we’re part of something
bigger, of sensitively using affirmations of faith, of a commitment to
poorer areas of our country and the world. | think other traditions
might learn something of resilience with less ordained ministry and
the gifts of Eldership.

Susan implies that belief in God’s sovereignty means that it is only
God who can save and redeem the world and sites this in the
context of the climate emergency. Do you agree that this is God’s
work to sort out or is it something that humanity (which got itself
into this mess) needs to sort out?

This is a classic Reformed dilemma - are we able to help ourselves
at all. Does God help those who help themselves or is it a matter of
God help those who get caught?

The Revelation passage, and the quotation from our Statement of
Faith, imply that, in God’s good time, God will dwell with humanity.
It’s a reading often used at funerals as we look forward to a
renewed heaven and earth where we will live in harmony with God
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and each other. For you is this a pious myth or a firm hope? What
do you think our faith has to say about the climate emergency?

Lots of possible answers here. If we believe that God will renew the
earth we have to ensure there’s enough left to be renewed. The
Biblical witness is not about being dragged off to a supernatural

heaven but a renewed earth that means we have to live in harmony
with the earth.
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