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demonstrate how we are seeking to create community based on dignity, agency, and 
power for all people. 
 
In adopting this strategy, we make these specific commitments: 
 
Church Action on Poverty 
We will continue to support the work of Church Action on Poverty through money and 
other support. In particular, we will be an active participant in their research on Church at 
the Margins and seek to put into practice lessons learnt from that work. 
 
Living wage 
We believe that fair pay is an important Christian principle. As a demonstration of this 
the Synod commits to achieving accreditation with the Living Wage Foundation as a 
Living Wage employer by the end of 2024. 
 
Food 
Access to food is essential to people’s wellbeing. We will continue to support the 
important work played by foodbanks in addressing the basic needs of too many people 
in our communities. However, we believe that choice in food is part of providing people 
with dignity, agency and power and we will in particular support the development of  
Your Local Pantry and other “food clubs” where members are able to exercise dignity, 
choice, and hope. 
 
Housing 
We see the availability of truly affordable housing (1) as vital to people’s dignity.  
The Synod commits to working with Housing Justice’s Faith in Affordable Housing 
Project to develop such provision prioritising the use of our surplus land and buildings for 
this purpose. We will seek the support of the Synod Trust who act as Custodian Trustee 
for all our land and buildings in this ambition.  
 
Community empowerment 
We see community empowerment as a key part of ensuring that all people have agency 
and can exercise power over their life. The Synod will offer to become a funding partner 
in any Citizens UK Chapters (Currently Lancashire and Greater Manchester) established 
within our area and to encourage local churches to work with Citizens UK on matters of 
importance to people in their local communities. 
 
Campaigning 
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• Regular support, advice, and consultancy from the Synod Field Staff 
• Access to resources to support communication with local communities 
• Regular meetings to share and learn from other churches in the network 
• Participation in consultation on the development of the programme of support 

including creation of communities of interest 
• Priority access to the Church with people at the margins learning programme. 
• Priority for grant funding to support community development activities. 
 
The Synod and its Trust Company will work with network churches to develop 
arrangements that ensure the continued presence of church in these communities. 
 
For all Churches 
We recognise that the communities served by all our churches include groups of people 
who experience disadvantage and exclusion. We will continue to offer small grants to all 
churches working with partners on programmes to address issues of community 
exclusion and disadvantage. This will also be a priority for the use of our general grants 
programme. We will work with partners to develop training programmes accessible to all 
churches to support the development of mission and ministry consistent with the 
ambitions contained in this strategy. 
 

 
 
 

Appendix: Dignity, agency, and power 
 
Introduction 
 
Dignity 
For Christians, the centrality of human dignity is based on the foundational theological 
principle that all human beings are created in the image and likeness of God.  
Poverty is not only deprivation of economic or material resources but, according to the 
United Nations, it is also fundamentally a violation of human dignity.  
 



  
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65324c4fe839fd000d86727d/Fact_sheet_9._What_is_affordable_housing.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65324c4fe839fd000d86727d/Fact_sheet_9._What_is_affordable_housing.pdf
https://cuf.org.uk/lookup-tool
https://www.church-poverty.org.uk/what-we-do/cotm/
https://www.church-poverty.org.uk/what-we-do/cotm/
https://cuf.org.uk/lookup-tool

