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Call to Worship

Give thanks to the Lord, with your whole heart;
in face of all that is sing God’s praise!

We bow down towards God’s temple

and give thanks to God’s name —

for love, and for faithfulness;

for God’s name, and for God’s word of truth.

For though the Lord is high,
God meets the lowly with a gaze of love;
but the haughty God can spot from far away.

Though | face troubles and difficulties,
| am not overcome;

God stretches out a hand of help,

and God’s own right hand delivers me.

The Lord will accomplish God'’s purpose for you;
God’s steadfast love, is here today and it endures forever.

Prayers of Approach and Confession



and to each other.

Spirit of Truth,

crusher of lies,

undoer of falsehood,

dynamo of justce,

and strengthener of the powerless...

we do not always recognise you.

And sometmes when we know your promptng we turn away,
or distract ourselves,

or seek in another voice a reason to live and speak as we wish.
We tell ourselves that life is complex

when in reality it is simple,

and we tell ourselves it is simple

when it is not.

Forgive our disobedience,

wilful and lazy by turn,

build us up into those who will not grieve you,

but live increasingly in your life and power. Amen

Declaraton of Forgiveness

It is God who forgives.

It is God who is on your side.

It is God who wills for you,

life and all that makes you strong
and makes you fully alive.

The power at work in creaton,
and in Christ Jesus,

Is at work in you,

completng your redempton.
Thanks be to God!

A Prayer for llluminaton

Amidst all the clamour within and without,

the voices and pressures and claims upon us,

the darknesses that pretend to illumine,

and the true light of life that always prevails.

Help us, O God, to hear you speak,

to discern and to bind and to loose as we should, ourselves and others.
Make ancient words alive and useful

and turn us towards all is true. Amen.



Reading
St Mark 3:19b-35

Children’s Actvity

The focus for the actvity is the last paragraph of the passage, where Jesus is recorded as
saying “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother
and sister and mother.” The idea behind this actvity is simple. To introduce the idea of a
family beyond the usual use of the word, and an appreciaton of those who support us
and love us. This slightly short-circuits a simple criterion of obedience and marries it to
loving one another and giving support and friendship. But | think this is justfed and
legitmate. This can be done without simplistc use of the ‘church family’ metaphor and |
encourage doing this.

“Family Tree”

Those taking part might be encouraged (helped and guided, if necessary) to draw a
‘family tree’ of their known biological relatves. This can be as simple or as complex as
wished. It could be simply names, or pictures depending on the age and artstc skill of

the partcipants (and/or the skills of the helpers).

“Extended Family Tree”



Jesus. Are there tmes to ‘leave well alone’ if we can’t be sure of handling faithfully? In
this instance, | felt moved to explore the dynamics of community and Jesus
response/situaton in each, in ways that | hope were sympathetc to Jesus human situaton
and to our lives too. Jesus supported (and opposed) by (i) his family, (i) the wider
community, the village and authorites beyond, and (iii) those the Master identfed as his
‘new family’ (the ‘church in embryo’?) Foregrounding community as a hermeneutcal lens
does result in other things falling out of focus, but may enable us to identfy with Jesus in
his humanity. It may also help us to ‘land’ somewhere useful: with a realistc appreciaton
of community and relatonship as complicated complemented with a bolstered
commitment to be a community of discipleship and support. The prayers and hymns
atempt to bring in something of the Pentecost season with a foregrounding of the Holy
Spirit’s ministry and concluding on an eschatological note with “The batle Hymn of the
Republic”. The preacher puttng together this service doesn’t get the change to put in
contextualising links and segues for hymns. But you can!

Ofertory

God has not withheld any good gif from us,

even God’s Son, Christ Jesus

and God’s own life in the Spirit.

It is this Spirit that prompts us to response.

In whatever patern and by whatever means —

at home, in church, in hospital or elsewhere —

we dedicate ourselves and a porton of our means

for the signpostng of God’s kingdom, through the fellowship of the Church.

Accept our gifs, O God,
and let what we have, and are, be used in your service. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The Spirit is restless.
The Spirit prompts and enlivens.
The Spirit sustains those who struggle against darkness in all its



they have been created for.

And for our world, where the kingdom story of hope that was in Christ Jesus

is oFen assailed and obscured, misdirected and stunted, but is never overcome.
Let us be among those who have caught this kingdom vision.

And let those in whom this hope lives be stronger day by day and year by year
than all that stands against.

Let the judgement of righteousness,

with peace and mercy,



